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rerr NHCL/1S/145/Vol.l pate: 22nd October, 2010

Dear Mr. Martin Bentham,

Home Affairs Editor,

Evening Standard.

Email: Bentham@standard.co.uk

Dear Home Affairs Editor,

CORRECTION: RE. “SUGAR UNDER FIRE FROM NIGERIA
AFTER ‘PREPOSTROUS’ ATTACK ON APPRENTICE”,
EVENING STANDARD 21 OCTOBER 2010

| am directed, re-above subject, to inform you that His Excellency, Dr.
Dalhatu Sarki Tafida, OFR, is presently in Nigeria and that the statement credited
to him, as per your publication of yesterday [copy attached], was rather
directed by Ambassador Dozie Nwanna, OON, Acting High Commissioner of
Nigeria to the United Kingdom.

2. Thank you very much for your cooperation.

For: Ag. High Commissioner.

Copy to:

The News Room Manager,
ener.martin@standard.co.uk

The Managing Editor,
doug.wills@standard.co.uk

Above for your information and necessary action, please. Grateful for
your kind cooperation.
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m:mm_. ‘under fire from Nigeria after
_u_.m_ucmﬁ_.o:m attack on Apprentice

Martin Bentham
Home Affairs Editor

HE IS used to handing out the criticism.
Buttoday Lord Sugar was on the receiv-
ing end as Nigeria’s High Commissioner
in London accused him of insulting
nmillions of his countrymen.
- In a statement, His Excellency Dr
Dalhatu Sarki Tafida accused the
Apprentice boss of making “demean-
ing” and “spurious” comments about
the African country on hishit BBC show
The Apprentice.
His Excellency accuses the peer of
. smearing Nigeria’s reputation with an
“unprovoked” and “damaging” attack
“based on his sordid dealings with one
individual.

It comes.afier Lord Sugar suggested
that Nigerians could not be trusted over
financial prommises,

Dirring the opening episode of The

Apprentice, the peer asked contestant

THE HACKNEY BUSINESSMAN VERSUS THE HIGH COMMISSIONER

LORD Sugar started in business selling electrical goods from
a van after leaving school at 16, and is now worth about
£730 million. He founded Amstrad, the electrical
goods firm, which he sold in 2007, and was
 chairman of Tottenham Hotspur for several
. years. The Hackney-born entrepreneur was
- knighted for services to business in 2000
~ and was last year appointed Gordon
. Brown’s Enterprise Champion and

elevated to the Lords. He also
supports charities including
Great Ormond Street

Hospital and Jewish Care.

Stuart Baggs why he should not be
“fired” from the show.
Mr Baggs said: “If you give me one

" hundred grand a year, I will deliver to

you 10 times that and if I don’t — take
it all back. A money back guarantee,
I'm that confident”. Lord Sugar replied:

“I had an offer like that from Nigeria
once B.ﬁ funnily enough : didn’t tran-
spire.”

The peer gave no Gﬁmbmaon as to
whether his comment was based ona
real event or astereotyped view about

Nigerians. The BBC, which is often

HIS Excellency Dr Dalhutu Sarki Tafida was appointed

© Nigeria's High Commissioner in London in 2008 aftera
. career in medicine which included studying
in Newcastle, Liverpool and the US. He was
appointed chief physician to the Nigerian
president between 1980 and 1983 and later
served as minister of health between 1993
and 1995. He was a member of the Nigerian
senate between 2003 and 2007, including a
. period as the Senate majority leader.
i Heis married with nine children
© and his interests include playing

: Scrabble and table tennis.

sensitive to such pejorative remarks,
allowed the pre-recorded clip to be
broadcast.

Today a statement issued on Dr Tafi-
da’sbehalfsaid: “Lord Sugar’s remark

on Nigeria is preposterous and spuri-
oE.. for a number of reasons. It was;an

::uwoﬁ_wmn damaging remark on a
sovereign and independent state of
over 150 million people, based on his
alleged sordid and isolated deal with a
Nigerian individual. It is indeed
demeaning and unfortunate,”

Nigeria has developed a reputation,
however, as abase for “mass marketing”
rackets in which organised criminals
seek to cheat victims of their money by
offering prizes or other incentives,
which subsequently fail to materialise,
in return for cash payments.

Areport this year by the International
Mass Marketing Fraud Working Group
warned that the country continued “to
serve as a base of operations for a wide
range of mass-marketing activity.”

The 2001 census said there were
nearly 90,000 Nigerian-born people
living in the UK - just under 69,000
in London - and both numbers are
believed to have increased significantly
since.



